
SAFETY IN DESIGN
(SiD)



SELLICK CONSULTANTS SID POLICY

• Where to find it?

• https://intranet.sellickconsultants.com.au/

• Workplace, Health and Safety > SiD

https://intranet.sellickconsultants.com.au/


WHAT IS A PCBU?

• Persons Conducting a Business of Undertaking (PCBU).

• i.e., the Developer (or the person commissioning the works).

• Primary duty of care falls to PCBU

HOWEVER

• Designers, manufacturers, importers and suppliers of plants, substances or 

structures, officers, and works, all owe a duty of care under the Safe Design of 

Structures Code of Practice.



WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY ACT 2011
(CTH)

• Enacts that the Minister may approve Codes of Practices under the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (Cth).

https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2011A00137/latest/text

UNCONTROLLED - Work Health and Safety Act 2011.pdf


SAFE DESIGN OF STRUCTURES CODE OF PRACTICE

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/system/files/docu

ments/1810/model-cop-safe-design-of-structures.pdf

UNCONTROLLED - Safe Design of Structures Code of Practice - Safe Work Australia.pdf
UNCONTROLLED - Safe Design of Structures Code of Practice - Safe Work Australia.pdf
UNCONTROLLED - Safe Design of Structures Code of Practice - Safe Work Australia.pdf
UNCONTROLLED - Safe Design of Structures Code of Practice - Safe Work Australia.pdf


A C T  A N D  N S W  C O D E  O F  P R A C T I C E  E Q U I V A L E N T

https://legislation.act.gov.au/View/ni/2020-549/current/html/2020-549.html https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/

0003/52158/Safe-design-of-structures-COP.pdf

UNCONTROLLED - Safe Design of Structures Code of Practice - ACT Government.PDF
UNCONTROLLED - Safe Design of Structures Code of Practice - NSW Government.pdf


WHAT IS ‘REASONABLY PRACTICABLE’?

Under section 18 of the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (Cth):

Under section 1.3 of the Model Code of Practice 2018, Safe Work Australia:

UNCONTROLLED - Work Health and Safety Act 2011.pdf
UNCONTROLLED - Safe Design of Structures Code of Practice - Safe Work Australia.pdf


WHAT IS A ‘REASONABLY COMPETENT PERSON’?

• Not defined in any Act or Code of Practice.

• Ambiguous meaning.

• Currently no case law or precedent to assist in defining this term.

• Safety in Design has not been brought to any court systems yet.



SELLICK INTERNAL PROCESSES FOR SID

• All internal policy, risk matrixes, and report examples are for internal use only.

• If client requests internal information, consult a Director for advice.

• SiD – Sellick Consultants

https://intranet.sellickconsultants.com.au/workplacehealth-safety-whs/sid/
INTERNAL_SiD-Risk-Assessment-Structural-2022-Template.docx
INTERNAL_SiD-Risk-Assessment-Structural-2022-Template.docx
INTERNAL_SiD-Risk-Assessment-Structural-2022-Template.docx


SELLICK EXTERNAL PROCESSES FOR SID

1. Risk is identified and cannot be designed out.

2. Consult your Senior Engineer and relevant Director. Note, this may trigger a 

broader collaboration with Senior Engineers and Directors in order to exhaust 

all possible alternate engineering solutions.

3. If it is agreed that an alternate design cannot be adopted, the Director will then 

need to take responsibility and manage the preparation of a SiD report, the 

specific alterations to documentation as required, and the issuance of those 

documents to the PCBU for the development.

SiD – Sellick Consultants

“To the Directors of  _______,

As part of our company policy, we have reviewed the subject project in accordance with our obligations 

under the Work Health Safety Act with respect to Safety in Design. 

Please find attached letter and drawing set relating to the project where an unusual risk has been 

identified. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out for further explanation should you need, or information as you require.”

https://intranet.sellickconsultants.com.au/workplacehealth-safety-whs/sid/


SELLICK EXTERNAL PROCESSES FOR SID

• Most other key stakeholders don’t do SiD well, and understand the role of a 

designer 

• Clients’ expectations often do not align with our obligations under the Safe 

Design of Structures Code of Practice.

• Our expectation is for all our staff, especially engineering staff, to engage in 

builder/client-led SiD workshops. 



• The issuing of Sellick drawings (no unusual risks) 

or our report with drawings (unusual risks) is 

considered to be fulfilling our obligation under the 

Act and Code of Practice.

• Example letter for when clients are difficult.

• Discussions with legal and WorkSafe 

Commissioner.

• Further engagement with industry bodies (i.e., 

HIA/MBA safety delegations).

Examples/Example SiD - No Unusual or Atypical Risks Identified.pdf
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